
Powerful 
Voices

KEY
VOCABULARY

when someone is treated unfairly or 
unkindly because of their race, skin colour, 
culture, or where their family comes from

to complain and speak out against 
something you disagree with in an 
organised way

when people protest by refusing to buy or 
use something or go somewhere, to bring 
about a change

a person who feels passionately about 
something and wants to make a change

the rights that belong to every person: the 
American Civil Rights Movement was a 
movement that fought for equal rights for 
black people

planned actions to achieve a goal

the study of plants and animals (which 
involves science too)

racism

protest

boycott

activist

civil rights

campaigns

natural 
history

“you can live 
together regardless 
of where you come 
from or the colour 

of your skin”

“each person must 
live their  

life as a model  
for others”

“I have a dream”

“one child, one 
teacher, one pen 

and one book can 
change the world”

“the future of 
humanity and 

indeed all life on 
Earth depends  

on us”

“the difference 
between [a] child’s 

life being a little 
bit better or not [is] 
ultimately a small 

amount of funding”

Betty Campbell Rosa Parks Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr.

Malala Yusafzai Sir David 
Attenborough Michael Sheen

born in the USA in 1913 and 
known as the “mother of 

the Civil Rights Movement” 
for refusing to give up her 

seat on a public bus

born in Wales in 1934 and 
a community activist who 

became the first black 
headteacher in Wales

born in the USA in 1929, 
going on to lead  

the American Civil  
Rights Movement

born in Pakistan in 1997
and stood up for a girl’s 
right to attend school

born in the UK in 1926 and a 
British wildlife broadcaster 

who speaks out about 
protecting the world

born in Wales in 1969 and 
an actor who uses his 
platform to campaign 

against social injustices

Im
a

g
e:

 w
w

w
.d

fa
t.g

ov
.a

u 
(C

C
-B

Y-
4.

0)


